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In about five percent of fire 
ant sting cases, fire ants 
can actually cause death.

(ABCNEWS)
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How much do you know about 
Fire Ants?

Q. How many people are stung by fire ants each year?
A. 20 Million.

Q. What percentage of those stung are allergic to fire 
ants?
A. About 15%. 10-15% of those stung by fire ants are 
allergic. So that means, that of the 20 million that were 
stung last year, almost 3 million had allergic reactions.

Q. What should you immediately do if / when you are 
stung by a fire ant?
A. Brush them off and step away from the mound 
immediately.

Q. Are fire ant mounds always visible and easily 
avoided? 
A. No. While some mounds are visible, some may 
be too small to see, or may be hidden underneath 
sidewalks, driveways or landscape structures.

Q. Do fire ants cause damage to structures or electrical 
equipment? 
A. Yes. Fire ants are instinctively attracted to warmth, 
leading them to nest within urban structures and electrical 
wiring, telephone exchanges and transformers.  Costing 
humans huge amounts of money.

Q. Are fire ants responsible for more personal injury 
and property damage in the US over the past twenty 
years than any other insect?
A. Yes. Each year, fire ants effect more than 40 million 
people, causing damage to their health, homes and 
public facilities. More than $2 billion in property damage 
in the southern US alone.

Q. Are there more children stung each year by fire ants 
than all other insects combined?
A. Yes. Parents in the southern US are more worried 
about their children being stung by fire ants than they 
are about bicycle related injuries.

Q. What symptoms do victims of fire ant stings suffer 
from?
A. Chest pains, nausea, dizziness, hives, swelling, 
coma and death. Although comas and death happen in 
rare cases, any of the symptoms may happen if you are 
stung by fire ants.
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fall, many small colonies 
of  fire ants will appear. 
Many of  the colonies will 
not survive the winter 
unless the weather is 
mild.

Commercial & Public 
Impact -

From an agricultural perspective, red imported 
fire ants are nuisances primarily because they 
annoy field workers and because their mounds 
may damage harvesting equipment. Livestock 
injury and crop damage are usually minor. Fire ants 
have a much greater impact on the ornamental 
plant, sod and landscaping industries because of  
problems associated with the shipping infested 
plant material into uninfested areas of  the country. 
Mounds discovered in previously uninfested areas 
frequently can be traced to landscaping performed 
at commercial and industrial developments. For the 
general public, two aspects of  red imported fire ant 
infestations are particularly annoying: the unsightly 
mounds formed in the lawns and yards and the painful 

stings received within 
mounds are disturbed.
Within 24 hours after 
a person is stung, a 
pustule-like sore forms 
at each sting site, which 
usually itches intensively. 
Scratching the pustule 

may rupture the skin, leading to secondary infection 
and scarring.  A small proportion of  people stung are 
highly allergic to fire ant stings and require immediate 
medical attention. 

Q. How can I treat fire ant stings?
A. Immediately after being stung, wash off  the 
area with alcohol, try not to scratch it so it doesn’t 
get infected. Sometimes a white pustule will form 
the second day, but it will eventually be resorbed. 
Commercial preparations such as StingEze, etc. will 
numb the area for a while. A thick paste of  baking soda 
and water can also help right after the sting. Careful 
application of  ice will help decrease pain, but can 
burn the skin if  left on too long. Meat tenderizer can 
also burn the skin. If  the pustule becomes infected, 

Since making 
their way to 
the US around 
1930, red 
imported fire 
ants (RIFA) 
have continued 
to expand their 
t e r r i t o r i e s . 

They are now a significant problem throughout the 
South. According to the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service, there are five times more ants per acre in the 
US than in their native land of  South America.
     While mostly prevalent in the southern coastal 
states - including Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, 
Texas, Mississippi, Florida and South Carolina - RIFA 
continue to infiltrate north and west. Researchers 
anticipate that RIFA will continue to expand their 
presence in Tennessee, Oklahoma, Arkansas and 
move into portions of  Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
New Mexico, Arizona, California, Oregon, Nevada and 
possibly Washington and Utah. (Source: US Dept. of  
Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service).
     To help minimize the spread of  the RIFA, the USDA 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has 
imposed restrictions on the movement of  regulated 
materials from quarantined counties into non-
quarantined counties.
    Left untreated, fire ants can cause significant 
damage to landscape, crops and livestock - not to 
mention the medical impact of  those who are stung 
by the extremely aggressive pest. USDA estimates of  
losses to households, businesses, schools, institutions 
and agriculture are nearly $6 billion per year.

Reproduction - During 
the spring and summer, 
winged males and 
females leave the mound 
and mate in the air. After 
mating, females become 
queens and may fly as 
far as 10 miles from the 
parent colony. However, 
most queens descend to the ground within much 
shorter distances. Only a very small percentage of  
queens survive after landing. Most queens are killed 
by foraging ants, especially other fire ants. If  a queen 
survives, she sheds her wings, burrows into the 
ground and lays eggs to begin a new colony. In the late 

Red Imported Fire Ants (Solenopsis) apply an antibiotic and see your doctor. OTC Benedryl 
may help with local reactions: burning and itching. 
Follow label instructions carefully. 
If  other reactions occur soon after the sings, i.e., 
difficulty breathing, itchy rash, loss of  consciousness, 
etc., get the person to an emergency room immediately. 
About 1% of the population have the potential for 
serious and dangerous reaction to fire ants. A physician 
can prescribe and EpiPen (single dose epinephrine 
auto injector device) to carry with you in case of  
subsequent ant stings and anaphylactic reaction. 

As red imported fire ants spread into more populated 
areas, more people are likely to be stung. Encounters 
with fire ants can be expected not only outdoors but 
indoors as well. Foraging ants have invaded private 
residences and buildings such as offices, hospitals 
and nursing homes. In these situations, fire ant control 
is more critical and potentially more difficult because 
of  concerns related to both the ants and the indoor 
use of  chemical insecticides.

Spike in US Population

Recently there has been a large spike in the Fire 
Ant population of  the southern United States. 
Environmentalists have predicted that before April 
2010 the Fire Ant Population will have increased by 
nearly 40% in the United States. The Ants are believed 
to be coming from Mexico and contain a much more 
poisonous venom than other fire ants, thus causing 
many states to start emergency programs to destroy 
fire ant colonies before they spread.

Fire ants live in colonies that may have 100,000 to 
500,00 ants. The queen of  the colony can lay from 
1,500 to 5,000 eggs per day, never leaves the nest and 
can live for many years. Worker ants take care of  the 
queen and her eggs, build the nest, defend the colony 
and find food. Preferred food of  fire ants consists of  
protein-rich sources such as insects and seeds.

When these pesky critters invade an area, they do it 
with a vengeance. There will be enormous numbers 
of  them which can dramatically reduce populations 
of  native ants, other insects and even ground-nesting 
wildlife.  For more information give us a call.


