
As part of your first Yard Protection Service, we will perform an evaluation of your property. Below are our findings 
regarding any likely breeding and/or harborage areas around your yard; each with recommendations on how-to correct 
those issue:

Mosquitoes:

Ticks:

Weekly: Change the water in birdbaths, flower vases and pet bowls
Empty and store under cover:  plastic wading pools and toys that catch water
Throw away or store under cover: cans, jars, containers, buckets, pails and watering cans
Replace plant saucers with “pot feet” or fill saucers with pea gravel
Keep lids closed on garbage and recycling containers
Clean or repair clogged roof gutters and downspouts
Cut the bottom side of black corrugated plastic pipe that is attached to downspouts to allow water to drain 
completely
Empty water collected in tarps covering: vehicles, boats, fire wood, etc., frequently and keep them from sagging
Level low spots in your yard and tire ruts with sand or dirt
Trim and thin dense shrubbery.  Mosquitoes like the shade and moisture they provide
Other:

Keep grass mowed
Prune trees, mow the lawn and clear leaf litter and brush; especially along woodland edge
Remove brush and leaf litter around stone walls, wood piles, sheds and home foundations
Keep playground equipment, decks, and patios away from yard edges
Keep bird feeders away from play areas and clean-up spilled bird food
Restrict ground cover in areas frequented by family and pets
Stack wood piles neatly and in dry areas off the ground
Other:
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It is important that you remedy the conditions noted above. Precautionary measures taken by the property owner are important in minimizing 
conditions favorable to mosquitoes and ticks. 
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MOSQUITO AND TICK INSPECTION CHECKLIST



Conditions Favorable to Mosquitoes and Ticks

Mosquitoes 

Mosquitoes are largely aquatic with most of their development occurring in or near stagnant water within 100 feet 
from where the bite occurred. Eliminating breeding areas around your property is the most important step in reducing 
mosquito bites. Mosquitoes are prone to drying out (desiccation). During the day they hide in shaded areas with high 
moisture. Trimming and pruning dense vegetation, allowing light and air flow, will also discourage mosquitoes.

Ticks
 
Ticks live in the woods and are sustained by higher humidity levels. Ticks prefer high levels of moisture and avoid 
areas of high sunlight and air movement. Removing leaf litter and piles of debris, pruning trees and shrubs, allowing 
light and air can greatly dry out these areas, making it intolerable to ticks. Ticks need hosts to feed and thrive. The main 
attraction for ticks are small rodents, such as the white-footed mouse. Reducing mouse habitat and attractants will help 
eliminate ticks from your property. Getting rid of bird feeders, removing debris from the property and filling in holes in 
stone walls will help make your yard less attractive to ticks.

Protect Your Pets

Mosquitoes and ticks are a nuisance to humans and pets. However, they can transmit heartworm, as well as diseases like 
Lyme disease. Pet owners can help protect your pets by giving your animals regular heartworm check-ups.  Regularly 
check your dog(s) for ticks. If you spot one, remove it with a tick spoon (which we provide for free) or with tweezers. 
If you are using tweezers, grasp the tick as close to your pet’s skin as possible, and pull it straight out without twisting 
the tick or squeezing it hard enough to break it. Treating your yard for mosquitoes and ticks is important for minimizing 
parasite risks. 
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